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important professional duties, and who has therefore but little 
time to spare for theoretical speculations and researches. We 
have followed the development of the theory with the more 
interest, because it brings clearly into view the present and 
incessant operation, on a great scale, of at least one of those 
great causes, which, as geologists tell us, have in the lapse of 
many ages produced such astonishing modifications of the face 
of our planet. In a subsequent publication, we hope that 
the author may be able to unfold his doctrine more fully, to 
enrich it with additional illustrations and proofs, and apply it 
as a key to some of the vexed problems of geological science. 



Abt. XIII. — critical notices. 

1. History of England from the Peace of Utrecht to the Peace 
of Paris. By Lord Mahon. Edited by Henry Reed, 
Professor of English Literature in the University of Penn- 
sylvania. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 2 vols. 8vo. 

Lord Mahon is not a brilliant or captivating historian ; but 
he is something better. He is honest, candid, and trustworthy ; 
he writes like a plain and sensible man, who has diligently studied 
the subject, and is ambitious only to give a strictly faithful repre- 
sentation of characters and events, without regard to the conse- 
quences which it may have either on his party or himself. A 
moderate Tory in politics, he frankly avows his opinions, but uses 
no artifice or unfair means to sustain and defend them. The 
reader soon perceives, that he is aware of the natural bias thus 
operating on his mind, and is so fearful of yielding to it, that he 
rather leans the other way, and strives to find merit in the Whigs, 
though he may think it is only giving the Devil his due. His 
advocacy of party principles is, therefore, more formidable to his 
opponents than if he strove to wrest facts to their disadvantage. 
Though he is the present representative of one branch of the 
noble house of Stanhope, and speaks with honest pride of the 
good qualities and meritorious conduct of some of the former 
members of his distinguished family, he is not blind to their 
faults, but tells the whole story concerning them with as much 
frankness as if he were a stranger to their blood. Perfect sin- 
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cerity and good faith are qualities so rare among recent histo- 
rians, that it is right to give them the first place among Lord 
Mahon's claims to notice and respect. But he has other and 
high merits as a historian. 

Mr. Macaulay, a rival historian and an ultra Whig, praises 
his diligence in examining authorities, and his great judgment in 
weighing testimony. The Edinburgh, the Quarterly, and the 
English Reviews commend his style, and say that his narrative, 
though minute, is picturesque and entertaining. Sismondi and 
Professor Smyth speak of him with high praise, as a truthful and 
diligent historian and a pleasing writer. Perhaps this eulogy is a 
little exaggerated in consideration of Lord Mahon's amiable and 
upright character, which is unconsciously portrayed in his work ; 
but in the main, it is well deserved. His- narrative is, rather too 
circumstantial, and is therefore occasionally languid ; he does not 
strive after ornament, and as his feelings are not impetuous, his 
style is often tame. But it is marked by great simplicity and 
purity, and is never verbose, awkward, or pedantic. His sympa- 
thies are always on the right side, and are sometimes warmly ex- 
pressed, so that the reader goes along with him heartily, and never 
suspects him of artifice or exaggeration. He would have made 
a more attractive book if he had chosen a different subject ; for 
the reigns of the first and second George form a singularly dull 
period in English annals, being little diversified by striking inci- 
dents, and not graced by the appearance on the scene of more 
than one shining character, the elder Pitt. Whatever good qual- 
'ities Sir Robert Walpole may have had, he was certainly no hero ; 
and the two Pelhams belong to the lower class of selfish and 
intriguing politicians. The two Stuart rebellions, of 1715 and 
1745, form the only romantic portion of the story, and Lord Ma- 
hon's account of them is full, spirited, and effective. As a whole, 
his work has excellent qualities, which place it far above any 
other history, of the same period that has yet appeared ; and this 
preeminence it will probably retain till Mr. Macaulay's work ad- 
vances so far as to dispute the ground. The American publishers 
have shown good judgment in selecting the book for republica- 
tion, and great liberality in its mechanical execution. 



